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fear too favourable. He has proved weaker than could
have been anticipated; yet those who hold under him will
hold to him and strive to hold him up. Your La Fayette is
mine; and your Washington excellent, but I expected
something more after the passage beginning "Some"
(p. 190), and p. 195, "They who believe, etc." Euro-
peans mistake us in nothing more than in attributing too
much of our freedom and prosperity to that great and
good man. Their writers have generally supposed that he
could have put a crown upon his head and give him
credit for forbearance. He knew better. He knew his
countrymen. Your comparison of Washington with Bona-
parte is excellent. If you have not read Dr. Charming on
the character of Napoleon (written long after your
notions) read it as soon as you can get it.
Now to answer your enquiries respecting myself. I
very much fear that I am five years older than when you
left us, and the grenadier erectness you speak of is yield-
ing fast to the bow, the ungraceful bow of the old gentle-
man, very much the reverse of the beau ideal. Old
Rogers—bye the bye, I am very much flattered that he is
so intimately associated with me in your reminiscences—
he—old Rogers—is, I think, as young as ever and as
wise.
When you left me I was painting my Calvary; I hope
you will soon see it, and acknowledge its superiority to
the Transfiguration or any other of the great works you
enumerate. I am gratified that you have not forgotten the
old lady's testimony as to the likeness of St. Peter, as
the truth of the portraiture adds much to the value of
works of this kind. I believe the Calvary is very much
my best picture, but I have been obliged to paint the
portraits of mere every-day folk of the present unholy

